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THE KING's MESSAGE. 
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_ Ho USE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, buen; 1, 1755. 


AUE cnanczlloR or THE Excuzayzs, 
= having moved the Order of the Day, 6 That 

* the Houſe do take into Confideration his Ma- 
0 Je $ | Meſſage.” & 5 


Mr. SPEAKER read it to the Houſe, 1 was in 
theſe w words : : DS 


3 GEORGE * 
3 His Majeſty has given directions for laying 
6 before che Houſe of commons copies of ſeveral 


B 55 5 papers 


[ „ | 
| AF <« papers which have been received from M. Chau- 
i ie velin, late Miniſter Plenipotentiary from the 
« Moſt Chriſtian King, by his Majeſty” 8 Secre- 
_ © tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and of the an- 
l : 6 ſwers returned thereto; and likewiſe copies of : 
46 an order made by bis Majeſty in Council, and 
1} "oy tranſmitted by his Majeſty's command to the 
. * ſaid M. Chauvelin, in conſequence of tho ac- 
r counts of the atrocious wt recently perpetrated 
1 at Paris, 4 


il þ = « > te the . fituation of allies, his Majeſty 
— 60 thinks it indiſpenſibly neceſſary to make a far- | 
; 1 „ f | Fl 5 40 ther augmentation of his forces by ſea and land, | 
_ 7 and relies on the known affection and zeal of 
_ * the Houſe of Commons, to enable his Majeſty 
to take the moſt effectual meaſures, in the pre- 
4 ſent important conjuncture, for maintaining the 
« ſecurity and rights of his own dominions, for * 
& ſupporting his allies, and for oppoſing views of 
: * aggrandizement and ambition on the part of ; 
&« France, which would be at all times dangerous 
c to the general intereſts of Europe, but more 
> « particularly ſo, when connected with the pro- 


« Pn 


43 


== pagation of princi ples which lead to the viola- 
„ tion of the moſt ſacred duties, and are utterly 
10 ſubrerive of the | peace and order of all _ 


"0 * ſoclety.” 


te CaanenLion or THE Exentayun then 


delivered the following __ 


4 Y 


| 1 SHALL now ſubmit to the - 
Houſe ſome e on the 1 many important 2 
objedts which ariſe out of the communication w—- 
his Majeſty” O meſſage, and out of the preſent x 

ation of this country. And i in proceeding to the 
conſideration of that meſſage, the attention of the 

3 Houſe ſhould, in the firſt inſtance, be even ſtrongly 

directed to that calamitous event , to that dreadful 155 


outrage 2gaiaſt every principle of religion, of juſ- 


tice, and of humanity, which has created one ge- 
 neral ſentiment of indignation and abhorrence-in 


has produced the fame effect in * civilized 
country, i 
* 2 W.2, The ann te 
— At 


62 


every part of this iſland, and moſt undoubtedly 
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At 5 fame time Lam aware, * 1 mould bet · 
ter conſult not only my own feelings, but thoſe of 


„ #» 


2 the Houſe, if conſiderations of duty would permit 


_ me, to draw a veil ( over the whole of this tranſac- : 
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tion, becauſe it is, in fact, in itſelf, in all thoſe | 
:” circumſtances which led to 5 in all chat attended 
it, and in all which have followed, or which are 
| likely to fallow i it hereafter, ſo full of every ſubject 
of grief and horror, that it is painful for the mind 
5 to dwell upon It. It; is a ſubje& which, for the 


a m by > W ©. 


5 honour of human nature, it would be better, if FH 


poſſible, to diſmiſs from our memories, to ex; | 
punge from the page of hiſtory, and to conc 
it, both now and hereafter, from the obleryaon_ 
1 of the world. 
AC 597 


Secula; nos certe taceamus, & obruta alt 
TO e * 


"Theſe; Sir, . words of a great hiſtorian # 
of France ir in a former period, and were applied 0 


* p 20 


* be Thou, who applies theſe words to the maſcacre of gt. 
Bartholomew, e ee ge K 
| tory of France. 


* 
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an occafion Which has always been confideti#1 as 
an eternal re proach to the French nation. And 


the atrocious acts lately perpetrated at Paris are, 
perhaps, the only inſtances that furniſh any matck 5 
to that dreadful and complicated ſcene of proſcrip- 


tion and blood. But whatever may be our feelings 7 


on this kubject, ſince, alas! it is not poſſible that 
the preſent age ſhould not be contaminated with 5 
its guilt ; fince it is not poffible that the we | 
eee of it ſhould not be conveyed by che b am 


of tradition to poſterity, there | is 4 duty which we 


are called upon to perforti—to enter our ſoletin = 
Pandi, that, on every prine iple by which 

men of juſtice apd honour ate actuated i is the - 
fouleſt and moſt atrocious deed which tlie — 


of che world has * had occaſion to ceſs n 


Iv; 
92 


1 ” 


- Painful 4 it is to dwell upon this deed, ſince we 
cannot conceal what has happened, either from the 


view of the preſent age or of poſterity, let us hot 


deptive this nation of the benefit that may be 


erived froth tefleing on bote of the dreadtuf 
effects 


There is Aböther duty immediately ding to 
« intereſt of this and of every other country. 


9 6 1 


effects of thoſe principles which are entertained 
and propagated 1 with ſo much care and induſtry 


by a neighbouring country. We ſee in this one , 


inſtance concentrated together, che effe& of prin- I 


1 ciples, which originally reſt upon grounds ot 


 diffolve whatever has hicherto received the beſt Hs 


_ * fanQtions of human legiſlation, which are contrary , 


E to every principle of law human and divine. Pre- | 
ſumptuouſiy relying on their deceirful and de- i 


- ſtructive theories, they haye rejected every benefit x 


which the world bas hitherto received, from the ; 


: effect either of reaſon, experience, or even = 


revelation elf. The conſequences of theſe prin- 
ciples have been illuſtrated by having been carried 
| into effect in the ſingle perſon 0 of © one, whom every 
2 human being commiſerates. Their conſequences I 
equally tend to ſhake the ſecurity of commerce, 
to rob the meaneſt individual in every country of 
whatever i is moſt dear and valuable to him. T They 
ſtrike directiy againſt the authority of all regular 
government, and the inviolable perſonal fituation : 
5 of every lawful ſovereign. I do feel it, cherefore, 
not merely a tribute due: to humanity, not merely 
: an effuſion of thoſe feelings which I poſſeſs in 
common 


ti 


common i with every man in this country, but I 
| hold it to be a proper ſubject of reſlection to fix 
our minds on the effect of thoſe principles which 
have been thus dreadfully atteſted, before we pro- : 
ceed to conſider of meaſures which it becomes 


5 this country to adopt, in order to avert their con- 


tagion, and to prevent their ** and progreſs LE, 
in _ 55 


| However, nownirhſlanding that 1 feel — = 


One this ſubject, I would, if poſſible, entreat of the 
| Houſe to conſider even tha. calamitous event 5 


rather as a ſubject of reaſon and reflection, than 
af ſentiment and feeling. Sentiment is often una- 
vailing, but reaſon and reflection will lead to chat 
knowledge which is neceſſary to the falvation of 
this and of all other countries. 1 am perſuaded 
the Houſe will not feel this as a circumſtance 


which they are to take upon themſelves, but that : 
they will feel it in the manner in which I ſtate it, 


as a proof of the calamities ariſing out of the moſt 
abominable and deteſtable princi iples, as a proof 
of che abſence of all morals, of all juſtice, of all 


humanity, and of every principle which does 


honour 


444 


bonour 1 to human nature: and, that it t furniſhes 
the ſtrongeſt demonſtration of that dreadful out- 
rage which the crimes and follies of a neighbour- 
ing nation have ſuggeſted to them. Iam per- 
5 ſuaded the Houſe will be ſenſible that theſe prin- 
99 ciples, and the effects of them, are narrowly to be 
watched, that there can be no leading conſidera- 
tion more nearly connected with the proſpect of 
all countries, and moſt of all, that there can be 
8 no conſideration more deſerving the attention of 
— Houſe, than to cruſh and deſtroy principles | 
| which are ſo dangerous and deſtructive of every 
bleſſing this country enjoys under its free and 
; excellent conftitution. We owe our preſent hap- | 
pineſs and proſperity, a which has never been 
ecqualled in the annals of mankind, to a mixture 
of monarchical government. We feel and know | 
: we are happy under that form of government. Z 
1 We conſider it as our firſt duty to maintain and 
reverence che Britiſh Conſtitution, which, for wiſe - 


and juſt reaſons of laſting and ioternal policy, 
attaches inviolability to the ſacred perſon of che 
Sovereign, though, at the ſame time, by the 
reſponſibility it has annexed to government, by 


1 


the check of a wiſe ſyſtem of laws, and by a mix- 


ture of ariſtocratic and democratical power in the 


8 frame of legiſlation, it has equally exempted itſelf 
from the danger ariſing from the exerciſe of abſo- 


ute power on the one hand, and the ſtill more 


dangerous contagion of popular licentiouſneſs on 
the other. The equity of our laws, and the free · 
dom of our political ſyſtem, have been the envy 5 
of every ſurrounding nation. In chis country 1 
185 man, in conſequence of his riches or rank, is ſo 
= high as to be above the reach of the laws, ab no 
individual is ſo poor or inconſiderable as not to 
be within their protection. It i is the boaſt of the 
law of England, that it affords equal ſecurity and 


| protection to the high and the low, to the rich 


Such is ws . fituation of 8 to be 
8 compared, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, to 
the ſituation of the temperate zone on the ſurface 
of the globe, formed by the bounty of providence 
for habitation and enjoyment, being equally re- 
moved from the polar froſts on the one hand, and 
the — heat of the torrid zone on the other. 


„ Where 


c 10 J 
Where the viciſſitude of the ſeaſons, and the 1 va- 
riety of che climate, contribute to the vigour and 
health of its inhabitants, and to the fertility of its 
ſoil ; where peſtilence and famine are unknown, 
as alſo mn burricanes, c. with all cheir . 
f dreadful * | 


Such i is the firuation, ths fortunate ade of 
Vricain. And what a ſplendid contraſt does it 
form to the fituation of that country which is 
expoſed to all the tremendous conſequences of 3 
that ungovernable, that intolerable and deſtroying "0 
ſpirit, which carries ruin and defolation wherever 
i «goes. ; 15 


Sir, this infection can 1 no * in this 


happy land, unleſs it is imported, unleſs it is 


ſtudioumy and induſtriouſly brought into this 
country. Theſe principles are not the natural 
produce of Great Britain, and i it ought to be our 
firſt duty, and principal concern , to take the moſt 
eſſectual meaſures in order to ſtop their growth 
and progreſs i in this country, as well as in the other 
nations of Europe. 


U nder 


tw). 
"Kid this impreſion. 7 wih to bring the | 


Houſe to the conſideration of the fituation in ; 


which we ſtand with reſpect to France, and with 
reſpect to che general ſtate of che different powers 


of Europe. This ſubject was very much 
1 diſcuſſed on the firſt day of the preſent Seſſon, | 


and 1 had the good fortune to concur with a very 
large majority of the Houle i in the Addreſs that 


was preſented to his Majeſty, for his moſt gracious 


ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament. Gentlemen 


then drew their inferences from thoſe notorious 


facts which every man' 's obſervation preſented to 
him. And thoſe circumſtances were ſuppoſed to 


1 excite every ſentiment of jealouſy and precaution. : 


They induced the Houſe to arm his Majeſty, and 

- the executive government, with thoſe powers 
which were indiſpenſibly neceſſary for effectually = 
providing for the fafety of the country. Many 
weeks have now elapſed fi fince the beginning « of the 
Seſſion, when the country appeared to be in © - 
| critical ſituation. Let us confider what are the 1, 
circumſtances now to attract our attention at the 


moment when the meſlage of his Majeſty calls on 
us for Naher deciſion? 
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The papers which contain the communication 


between this country and France, conſiſt of two 
different parts. The one comprehending the com- 
munication between this country and France, 
prior to the period which attracted choſe ſenti- 
ments of — I have tated. * 


This part alſo contains thoſe comments which 


: have taken place ſince, and thoſe explanations > 
which have been entered into by his Majeſty 7 | 
: permiſſion, with a view, 5 poffible, that our jea- . | 
4 louſy might be removed in ane of ſome 5 
ſtep that might be ken, x 


5 206 1 part . either of what were 1 
torious facts at the meeting of Parliament, or of : 
thoſe notorious facts, which, though not officially 

” communicated by his Majeſty, were very 9 

1 known to the public, 5 


The firſt part of theſe papers has never before - 


been made public. The date of the firſt commu- 
nication is May 12, 1792. And the communica- 
tion from that period till the 8th of July, contains 


5 


13 F RY 
the 1 ſtem on which his Majeſty acted between, 
France and the other European powers. From ; 

that period, down to the meeting of Parliament, 
| his Majeſty had moſt ſcru pulouſly obſerved the 

ſtricteſt neutrality with reſpect to France. He 
had taken no part whatever in the regulation | of : 
her internal government. He had given her no 


= — cauſe of complaint, and therefore the leaſt return 


he might expect, was, that France would be cau- P 


| tious ro avoid every meaſure that could furniſ 


. any juſt ground of complaint to his Majeſty. He . 


might alſo well expect that France would have 
felt a proper degree of reſpect for the rights of E 
himſelf and his allies. His Majeſty might moſt 
| of all expekt, chat in che troubled ſtate of chat 
5 country, they would not have choſen to attempt 5 


an interference with the internal . noe i LE 


ſeer hy —_ us, and of Aae ſcene of 
unexampled felicity. But fortunately for this 


* country they did not ſucceed. The expreſs aſſu· 


rances contained in the papers which have been 
printed, and are now on the table, the very com- 


A 


Ih * no doubt · but . have . che 
| interval 3 in peruſing theſe papers with ſufficient at- | 
| tention, to make it unneceſſary for me to trouble 
| them with more than the leading points. You 
will perceive, that the very firſt communication is 
from M. Chauvelin, May 12, 2 and contains 
this . 


4 Thus the King (or — n himſelf OY 
s Oy into a war, which was already echoed. 
 *« againſt him; but, religiouſly faithful to the 
« principles of the Conſtitution, whatever may | 

* finally be the fate of arms in this war, France re- 

V jects all ideas of aggrandizement. She will pre- 
s ſerve her limits, ber liberty, her conſtitution, 
her unalienable right of reforming herſelf when- 
C3 ever ſhe may think proper: ſhe will never con- 
«ſent chat, under any relation, foreign powers 
* ſhould attempt to dictate, or even dare to nou- 
e tiſn a hope of dictating laws to her. But this 
& 2 ſo natural and * is a ſure 
+ pledge 


tr 
a pics to all the powers from whom the hal 


© have received no provocation, not only of her | 
&« « conſtantly pacific diſpoſitions, but alſo of the 


| « reſpe which the French well know how to 


3 ſhew at all times for the Jaws, the cuſtoms, and 
« all the forms of bn of different na- 


« tions.” FE: ig „ 


The King indeed wiſhes it to be known, = 


* that he would publicly and ſeverely difavow all 

ce thoſe of his: agents at foreign courts in peace with ; 
France, who ſhould dare to depart an inſtant from = 
c that ref; pect, either by fomenting or favouring 


e jnfarre&tions againſt the eſtabliſhed order, or 


MF by interfering in any manner whatever in the 


c interior policy of ſuch States, under pretence of 


a proſelytiſin, which, exerciſed in the dotninions 
2 * of friendly powers, would be a real violation of 
cc the law of nations.” 


This paper therefore coiitains 2 declaradul 
that whatever might be the fate of arms, France 
rejected all ideas of aggrandizement ; 3 the would 
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; preſerve her rights, ſhe would preferve her nne 
and her * 


This declaration bas made in the name of the 


G . remember, after the firſt revo- 


; lution, and after the eſtabliſhment of what they 
called the model of a government of liberty, the 1 
5 King wiſhed it to be known, that he would pub- 
licly difavow all thoſe of his agents at foreign 
courts, i in peace with F Tance, who ſhould dare 
7 depart. an inſtant from that reſpect, either by fo- 
menting or raiſing inſurrections, or by interfering 5 


in any manner whatever i in the internal government 


of ſuch States, under pretence of proſelytiſm, 5 
which would be a real violation of the law of na- 
tions. 


They have therefore paſſed, by anticipation, 


that ſentence on their own conduct; and whether 
we ſhall paſs a different ſentence, is one e of the ob- 


* of chis day's conſideration. 


1 


1 
In the paſſage I have read, two diſtin prin- 


ciples are laid down ; the one, that whatever might 
be the fate of arms, France renounced all ideas of 


n aggrandizement, and declared ſhe would confine 

. herſelf within her own territories. The other, that 

5 to foment and raiſe inſurrections i in neutral States, 
under pretence of proſelytiſm, was a violation of 

the law of nations. It is evident to all Europe, 

her conduct has been directly the reverſe of thoſe 
„ principles, both of which ſhe has trampled under : 
„ foot, 1 in every inſtance where i it was in her pow or, : 


LY 1 the 2 to that note * M. 3 * 5 
3 Majeſty expreſſes his concern for the war that had : 
—- ariſen, for the ſituation of his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 

jeſty, and for the happineſs of his dominions. He 
alſo gives him a poſitive aſſurance of his readineſs 

to fulfil, in the moſt exact manner, the ſtipula - 

tions of the Treaty of Navigation and Commerce, | 

: and concludes with theſe words : = 


"£20 Faithful to all * engagements, is Majeſty 
will pay the ſtricteſt attention to the preſerration 

"© the ad vaderſtanding which ſo happily 

FED D-- 8 labüſts 


t 8 5 
ce ſubſ ts between kim and his Moſt Chriſtian 


ce Majeſty, expecting with confidence, that, ani- 
* mated with the ſame ſentiments, his Moſt Chriſ. 


Bp a6 tia Majeſty will, not fail to contribute to the 
4 {ame end, by cauſing, on his part, the rights of : 

8 N bis Majeſty and his allies to be reſpected, and . 
| « by rigorouſly forbidding any ſtep which might 


i affe& the friendſhip which bis Majeſty has ever 
« deſired to conſolidate and * forthe 
« * happineſs of the t two o empires.” 3 


We may alſo ſee what general aſſurances F. rance : 


; thought fit to make to Great Britain, from a note 
from M. Chauvelin to Lord Grenpille, dated 


June 8, 1792, where it is. faid, © The King of 
1 French is happy to renew to the King of : 


« Great Britain the formal afſurance, that every 
0 thing which can intereſt the rights of his Bri- 


4 tannic Majeſty will continue to be the object of 


© his moſt particular and moſt ſcrupulous atten- 
40 tion. . 1 


the i ii. ie 4.4 3 


"+ nl 22 haſtens, at the me time, to > declare to 
a kim, chat the rights of al the allies of Great 


Ada! 


% Britain, 


<c 


cc 


C1: 


Britain, who ſhall not have provoked France 
by hoſtile meaſures, ſball by him be no leſs re- 


« ligiouſly Way etted. 


* In making, or rather i in renewing this 4 
" ration, the King of the French enjoys the 
double ſatisfaction of expreſſing the wiſh of a 
«6 people, 1 in whoſe eyes every war, which i is not 


* rendered neceſſary by a due attention to its de- 


I ſence, is eſſentially uojuſt, and of joining pat- 


« * Oy of Europe, which would never be 


«diſturbed, if France and . would uni, 


N order to enn it.“ 


Such. him, Sir, i is hs G *twation in hich his 
Majeſty ſtands Tin reſred o 0 France. 


f During the: pos s the laſt Summer, 
when France was engaged in a war againſt the 
powers of Auſtria and Pruſſia, his Majeſty de- 
parted in no ſhape from that neutrality. His Ma- 
jeſty did no one act from which it could be juitly 
uterred, that he was friendly to that ſyſtem. But 
D 2 hat, 


1 3. 


what, let me ak the Houſe, has been the con- 
duct of France as to thoſe expreſs reiterated aſſur- 


ances, applied to the public c concerns which 1 have 
nom derailed ? - 


Theſe affurances went to three points; to a de- 


termination to abſtain from views of aggrandize- 55 
ment; not to interfere with the government of 2 
neutral nations, which they admitted to be a vio- 
lation of the law of nations; and to obſerve the 

_ of his e and his allies. 


Ws has "RA the conduct of France © on dels 


uy three points, under the new ſyſtem *? ? She has, both 

by her words and actions, macikefted 2 dete · mina - 
tion, if not checked by force, 10 aft on principles 
of aggrandizement. She has compleatly diſclaimed 
chat maxim, that whatever was the fate of their. 


« arms in war, France rejected all ideas of ag- 
« grandizement.” She has made uſe of the firſt 


moment of ſucceſs to publiſh a contradiction to 
that declaration. She has made uſe of the firſt in- 


ſtance of ſucceſs in Savoy, without even attempt - 
ing the ceremony of diſguiſe (after having profeſ- 
FO = ſed 


1 40 


ed a determination to confine herſelf within her 
ancient limits) to annex it for ever as an Eighty- 
fourth Department to the preſent ſovereignty of 
France. They have by their decree announced a 
determination to carry on a ſimilar operation. in 
every country into which their arms can be car- 
ried, with a view, in ſubſtance, if not in name, to 5 
do the ſame end in | every 8 where * can 
wich ſueceſs. 


- Phi decree of the I wy of a contains 
Aa i fair illuſtration and confirmation of their prin- 
ciples and defigns. They have by that decree ex- 
Ty preſsly ſtated the plan on which they mean to . 


Whenever they obtain a temporary ſucceſs, na. 


ever be the ſituation of the country into which 
they come, whater er may have been i its antecedent | 
conduct, whatever may be its political connec - 
tions, they have determined not to abandon the 


| poſſeſſion of ir, till they hare effected the utter and 


abſolute ſubverſion of its form of government, of 
every ancient, every eſtabliſhed uſage, however 
long they may have exiſted, and however much 
they may have been revered. They will not ac- 


_ cept, 


WE 


} 


SS} 


| cept, under the name of liberty, any model of 


government, but that which is conformable to 


their own. opinions and ideas ; and all men muſt | 
learn from the mouth of their cannon the propa- 
5 gation of their ſyſtem in every part of the world. 5 


They bare regularly and boldly avowed theſe i in- 
25 ſtructions, which they ſent to the Commiſſioners 


who were to carry theſe orders into execution. 


They have ſtated to them what this Houſe could 
| not believe, they have ſtated to them a revolution- 5 
wy principle and order, for the purpoſe of being 7 
| applied 1 in every country in which the French arms 
are crowned with ſucceſs. They have ſtated, that 
they would organize every country. by * iſorga- : 


niaing principle; and aſterwards they tell you all 
this is done by the will of the people. Wherever 


our arms come, revolutions muſt take place, dictat- 
ed by the will of the people. And then comes this 


Plain queſtion, what is this wall of the people ? it 


is the power of the F rench. They have explained 
; what that liberty i is which they wiſh to give to 
every nation; and if they will not accept of it vo- 


luntarily, they compel them. They take every 
opportunity to deſtroy every inſtitution that is 
— * — 
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moſt ſacred and moſt valuable in every nation 
where their armies have made their appearance; 
and under the name of Liberty, they have reſolved 
to make every country in ſubſtance, if not in form, 

a province dependent on themſelves, through the 
deſpotiſm of Jacobin ſocieties. This has given 4 
more fatal blow to the liberties of mankind, than : 


any they have ſuffered, even from the boldeſt at- 


tempts of the moſt aſpiring monarch. We ſee, 
therefore, that France has trampled a foot all 
5 laws, human and divine. She has at laſt avowed 
the moſt inſatiable ambition, and greateſt contempt = 
for the law of nations, which all independent ſtares : 
have hitherto profeſſed moſt religiouſly to obſerve; 
and unleſs ſhe is ſtopped i in her career, all Europe 
muſt ſoon learn their 1deas of juſtice—law of na- 
tions models of government—and principles of 


liberty from the mouth of the French cannon. 236 


J gave the firſt inſtance of their ſucceſs in Savoy, 
as a proof of their ambition and aggrandizement. 1 
I wiſh the Houſe to attend to the practical eſſect 


of their ſyſtem, in the ſituation of the Nether- 


lands. You will find in ſome of the correſpon- 


dence 
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| dence between France and this country, chis de. 
| ch. on the * of France. 


DF. « She has renounced, and again renounces every 
« ; co and her occupation of the Low 
© Countries, ſhall only continue during the war, I 
and the time which may be neceſſary to the ; 
=7 © Belgians to enſure and conſolidate their Liberty, 
* after which, they will be independent and hap- 
60 py- France will find her nn in her fe- 


: * city.“ 


1 aſk. whether this. can mean any «tim elſe, 

than that they hope to add the Netherlands, as an 
5 dath or 8 zth department, to the French Republic; ; 
whether it does not mean a ſubjugation of the 
Netherlands, to the abſolute power of F rance, to a 
d total and unequalled dependence on her ? If 
any man entertains doubts upon the ſubject, let 


him look at the allegations of Dumourier, enforc- 
ed by martial law. Whar was the conduct of this 
General, when he arrived at Bruſſels? Did he not 
aſſemble the inhabitants in the moſt public part of 
their r city to elect the Primary. Aſſemblies ? How ; 
agreeable 


F as 1 


agreeable nk have been his arrival in the Ne- 
therlands, by his employi ing threats to procure a 
| general illumination on his entrance into Brufſels! 


A hollow ſquare of the French troops was drawn 


round the Tree of Liberty, to prev ent the natives 
from pulling down the emblem of French Free- 


dom. This ſhews how well diſpoſed the people 


were to receive the French ſyſtem of Liberty ! 
0 This is che manner in which their principles are 
7 carried into effect 1 in the different countries of Eu- 
=] rope. . 1 may here mention the conduct of the 
Conventian, on the occaſion of an addreſs from 
the people of Mons, in which they deſire, that the 
Province of Hainault might be added as an 85th 
Department of France. The Convention referred 
the addreſs to a committee, to report the form in 
: which countries, wiſhing to unite with France, 
were to be admitted into the union. The Con- 
vention could not decide upon it, and therefore 
Wb to a committe to point out the manner 
in which they were to make their application for 
: that purpoſe, ſo that the receiving them was to be 
a fixed and ſtanding principle, which in its conſe 
— if not er prevented, mult deſtroy the 
E | liberties | 
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liderties and independence of England, as well as 


of all — 


1 would next proceed & to ile ebam Sled ge, N 


not to interfere 1 in the government of other neutral m_ 
: countries. What they have done here is in coun- 


tries, which, under ſome Pretence or other, -_ 
= have made their enemies. 


4 need not remind 4. Houſe of . decree of 7 


1 the 19th of November, which 1 is a dire& attack 
ol every government in Europe, by encouraging 
the ſeditious of all nations to riſe up againſt their 
lawful rulers, and by promiſing them their ſupport 3 
and aſſiſtance. By this decree, they hold out an 
encouragement to inſurrection and rebellion in 
every country in the world. They ſhew you they 
mean no- exception, by ordering this decree to be 
printed in all languages. And therefore I might 
aſk any man of common ſenſe, whether any nation 
upon earth could be out of their contemplation at 
the time they paſſed ir? And whether it was not 
meant to extend to England, whatever might be 


their petences to the contrary ? It is moſt manifeſt, 


10 1 


they x mean to carry their principles i into every na- 
tion, without exception, ſubvert and deſtroy every 

government, and to plant on | their ruins their a- 
cred Tree of Liberty. 5 


Some cliforvations, en which thay. have affected 
to give the name of explanations, have been ap- - 
| ; plied to this decree, and are theſe, « Now, to 1 
> come to the three points which can alone make an 
object of difficulty at the court of London, the ex- „„ 
5 ecutive council obſerve reſpecting the firſt, which ” 
F.----- decree of the 19th of November, that we 
mm haye not been properly underſtood by the miniſtry 5 5 
1 of his Britannic Majeſty, when they accuſe us of 
_ | having given an explanation which auuonures to the Eo 
gs = - all nations, what are the caſes in which 
e may previouſly count on the fupport and aſſiſtance of 
2 France. Nothing could be more foreign than 
this reproach to the ſentiments of the N ational 
| Convention, and to the explanation we have given 
of them; and we did not think it was poſſible we 
fold be charged wich the open deſign of farour- 
ing the ſeditious, at the very moment when we de - 
chare that it would be wronging the National Con. 
. if they were charged with the projet of pro- 
„„ tectinę ” | | 
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 teffing ifurreBiions, and with the commotions that may 


break out in any corner of a fate, of joining the ring- 
Teaders, and of thus making the cauſe of Y few N 


N individuals — "y the F rench nation,” 


9 © We ** ſaid, and we Jefire to repeat it that 
: the decree of the 19th of November, could not 
have any application, unleſs to the ſingle caſe in oy : 


: uaequiyocally expreſſed, ſhould call the French 
nation to its aſſiſtance and fraternity. Sedition can 
certainly never be conſtrued into the GENERAL 
WILL. | Theſe two ideas mutually repel each 
other, fince a ſedition is not, and cannot be any 
other than the movement of a ſmall number againſt 
the nation at large, And this movement would 
ceaſe to be ſeditious, provided all the members of 2 
L a ſociety ſhould at. once riſe, either to reform its 


government, or to change its n in foto, or or 
g any other *. 


A e eee 
they formed the generous reſolution of ſhaking off 
the yoke of Spain ; ; and when the general will of 
that x nation called for the aſſiſtance of France, it 

was 


Which the œXERAL WILL of a nation clearly and 


— E- 


9 1 


was not reputed a crime in Henty IV. or in Eliza- 


beth of England to have liſtened to them. The 


knowledge of the general will is the only baſis of 

the tranſactions of nations with each other. And 

we can only treat with any government whatever 
8 N on this principle, that ſuch a government is deemed : 
, the * 7 the Jo wil * the nation governed, 5 


= 66 Thus when by this natural i interpretation, the 


decree of che ich of November is reduced to what 

it truly implies, i it will be found, that i it announces 
nothing more than an act of the general will, and 

that beyond any doubt, ſo effectually founded 
1 right, that it was ſcarcely worth the trouble 8 
expreſs it. On this account, the executive council 
thinks that the evidence of this right, might, per- 
haps, have, been diſpenſed with by the National 
Convention, and did not deſerve to be made the 5 
object of a particular decree; but with the inter- 
pretation that precedes i it, it cannot give uneafineſs 


to m_w_ nation whatever,” 2 | 


To alt this I ſhall only obſerve, that in the 


whole context of their language, on every occa- 
 fion, they ſhew the cleareſt intention to propagate 
their 
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their principles all over the world. Their ex- 
planations contain only an avowal and repetition 
of the offence. I hey. have proſcribed royalty: as 


a crime, and will not be ſatisfied but with 1 its total 


"] deſtruction. The dreadful ſentence which they 5 
have executed on their own unfortunate Monarch, 2 
: applies to every Sovereign now exiſting. And 
: left you ſhould not be ſatisfied that they mean 
to extend their ſyſtem to this. country, the 
0 conduct of the National Convention has applied 
irſelf, by repeated acts, to yourſelves by name, 
which makes any explanation on their part un- 
ſiatisfactory and unavailing, There is no ſociety 
i England, however contemptible i in their num- 
bers, however deſperate in their principles, and 
| queſtionable in their exiſtence, who poſſeſſed tre- 
ſon and diſloyalty, who were not cheriſhed, juſti- 


fied and applauded, and treated eyen with a de- 


gree of theatrical extravagance at the bar of the 
National Convention. You have alfo a liſt of 
| the anſwers given to them at that bar. And, 


| after all this, am I to aſk you, whether England i is 
one of the countries into which they wiſh to intro- 
duce a ſpirit of proſelytiſm? which, exerciſed in 


1 31 1 
the dominions of friendly pow-ers, hep hemelves : 
; — would be a violation of the law of TO. 


on the "third point it is — for me to 
1 expatiate, I mean on the violation of the rights of 


his Majeſty, or of his allies. 


* o inſiſt upon the opening of the river Scheldr, 


1 an act of itſelf, f in which che French nation had 


no right to interfere at all, unleſs ſhe was the 


= , ſovereign of the Low Countries, or boldly pro- 


feſſed herſelf the general arbitreſs of Europe. 
This ſingular circumſtance was an aggravation of 
their caſe, becauſe they were bound by the faich ; 
of ſolemn and recent treaties, to ſecure to the 
Dutch the excluſive navigation of the Scheldt, 
and to have foppoſed the opening of chat river, if 
any other power had attempted it. If France 


vere the ſovereign of the Low Countries, ſhe 


Vvould only ſucceed to the rights which were 
enjoyed by the Houſe of Auſtria. And if ſhe 
poſſeſſed the ſovereignty, with all its advantages, 
' ſhe muſt alſo take it with all its incumbrances; 

of which the — up the Scheldt was one. 


France 
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France can have no right to annul the ſtipulations 
relative to the Scheldt, unleſs ſne has alſo the right 
to ſet aſide, equally, all the other treaties between 
all the powers of Europe, and all the other rights 
of England, or of her allies. England will never 
conſent that France ſhall arrogate the power of 


annulling, at her pleaſure, and under the pretence 
of a natural right, of which ſhe makes herſelf the 
Us only Judge, the polical ſyſtem of Europe, eſta- 
| bliſhed by ſolemn treaties, and guaranteed by the 
| conſent of all the powers. Such a violation of 9 
8 rights as France has bee” guilty of, it would be 
- difficult to find in the hiſtory of the world. The 
conduct. of that nation 15 in the higheſt degree ar- 
bitrary, capricious, and founded upon no one prin- 
| ciple of reaſon or juſtice. They declare this treaty 
was antiquated, and extorted by deſpotiſm, or 
procured by corruption. But what happened re- 
cently in the laſt year? This new and enlightened 
nation renewed her aſſurances of reſpecting all the 
rights of all his Majeſty's allies, without any ex- 
ception, without any reſervation, ſo that the ad- 
Jancement of this claim is directly contrary to 
heir recent profeſſions, From the treaty of 


Munſter, 
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Munſter, n to the year 1785, the excluſive 


navigation of the Scheldt has been one of the 


eſtabliſhed rights of Holland. We are told it is 


to be ſaid, no formal requiſition has been made . 


by Holland for the ſupport of this country. 1 
beg Gentlemen to conſider, whether ſhips going ; 


„ up the Scheldt, after a proteſt of the States Gene- 
ral, was not ſuch an act as to have juſtified than = 


in phys. upon this country for a contingent of 
| If this Houſe means ſubſtantial good faith 
to its ; engagements, | if | it retains a juſt ſenſe of the 
| ſolemn faith of treaties, it muſt ſhew a determination 
to ſupport them. Withour entering too far upon 
cha are let me call to their attention, for a 
moment, one circumſtance, T mean the fudden 
- effect: and progrefs of French ambition, and of 
French arms. If, from that circumſtance, Hol- 
land had juſt reaſon to be afraid to make a formal 
requiſition, if ſhe had ſeen juſt reaſon not to do 
what ſhe might have been well juſtified in doing, 
that was no reaſon why we ſhould not obſerve our 
treaty. Are we to ſtand by as indifferent ſpecta - 
tors, and look at France trampling upon the 
ancient treaties of the allies of this country? Are 
F „ 
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| we to view with indifferen@ the progreſs of 
French ambition, and of French arms, by which 
our allies are expoſed to the greateſt danger ? 
This is ſurely no reaſon for England to be in- 
actiye and flothful. If Holland has not imme- 
” diately called upon us for our ſupport and aſſiſt- 
| ance, ſhe may have been influenced by motives of 
policy, and her forbearance ought not to be ſup- 
poſed to ariſe from her indifference about the 
| river Scheldt. If Holland had not applied to Eng- 
land when Antwerp was taken, the French might ET 
| have over-run her territory. And unleſs we wiſh 
to ſtand by, and to ſuffer tate after ſtate to be 
ſubverted under the power of France, we muſt 
no declare our firm reſolution eſſectually to op- 
poſe thoſe principles of ambition and aggrandize- 
ment, which have for their object the deſtruction 
of _— of * and of the world. 


1 EIN __ is, a ES re any ching in 


. papers which furniſhes an anſwer to che paſt, 


or gives any ſecurity for the future? 


L414: 


he explanation amount to on the 


What does 
0 ſubject of the treaty of our allies? It refers to the 
poſſibility of negociation at an indefinite period. £ 
She ſays, ſhe (France) has renounced, and again 
renounces every conqueſt, and her occupation of 
the Low Countries ſhall only continue during the 
war, and the time which may be neceſſary to the 
Belgians to enſure and conſolidate their liberty, 
after which they will be independent and bappy, 
and France will find her W in their 


SE felicity.” | 


: | What is this but an avonal of their former de- 
. clarations? 


On the ſubject of interference with neutral na- 


tions, there is one or two explanations of the decree 


1 of the 19th of November, which has been ſo often 


diſcuſſed. We are, indeed, told it is injurious to 
ſuppoſe the National Convention could have in- 
tended to apply this decree to any country but 
where, by the public will, they have been called to 

give aſſiſtance and fraternity. | 2 OT 
a ts * This. 
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à⁊ publication which came into my hands this morn- 


11 


This is in a fact to advertiſe for — and | 


RezzLLiox, 


Ts there any man who could give credit io 


the reception which the Engliſh ſocieties received 


in France? Though their numbers are too con- 


- temptible for the animadverſion of the law, or che 
notice of our own executive government, they 
were conſiderable enough for the National Con- 
75 vention. They tell you they are the clear, undiſ. 8 
puted, conſtituted organ of the will of the people 
at large. What reliance can be placed on all 
their explanations, after the avowal of principles 
to the laſt degree dangerous to the liberty, the 
{; conſtitution, the independence, and the "voy ex- 5 
| iſtence of this country. 


NV time and my firength wouls fail me, i 1 


were to attempt to go through all thoſe various 


circumſtances which are connected with this lub- 


5 e A, | 


I ſhall take the liberty of reading a paſſage from 


ws 
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ing, and I am a extremely glad to have ſeen col- 
lected together, ſo many inſtances in which the 
: conduct of Fr rance is 5 detected. 


_ note fin M. Chauvelin, dated December 
27, 1792, he complains of the harſh conftruftion = 
which the Britiſh Miniſtry had put on the conduct == 
of France, and profeſſes the ſtrongeſt friendſhip | 


for Great Britain, And yet, on the 3 iſt of De- 


5 cember, 1792, that i is, in four days after, one of 


the members of the Executive Council, who had 


5 giyen theſe aſſurances to England, wrote this let- 


ler to the friends of liberty and n in al the 
0 ſea-ports in France, e 


5 4 © The Governmpat of England i 1s arming, and 
« the King of Spain, encouraged by this, is pre- 2 


«& daring to attack us. Theſe two tyrannical 
1 Powers, after perſecuting the patriots in their | 


« own territories, think, no doubt, that they 
$5: ſhall be able to influence the judgment to be 
« pronounced on the tyrant Louis. They hope 

cc to frighten us. But no! A people who has 
made itfelf free; a people who has driven out 
6c ol 


( 38 ) 
an if France, and as far as the diC- 
4 tant borders of the Rhine, the terrible army of 
.» Pruffians and Auftrians, the people of 
= France will not ſuffer laws to be dictated to 
. n by a tyrant. 


„The King and his Parliament menn to. nake 


war againſt us! Will the Engliſh republicans | 

"0 ſuffer it? Already theſe free men ſhew their diſ |: 
"OM content, and the repugnance which they have to 
4 bear arms againſt their brothers, the French. 

8 Well! we will fly to their ſuccour; ; we will 

make a deſcent on the iſland ; we will lodge 
there fifty thouſand caps of liberty ; ; wewl * 
66 plant there the ſacred tree, and we will ſtretch 
cout our arms to our republican brethren. The | 
% tyranny of their Government will ſoon be deſtroyed. 
Let every one of us be ſtrongly imprefled with 
M this idea. Monck. : 


; Such is the declaration of the ſentiments of the 

Miniſter of the Marine ; a declaration which ſepa- | 

rates not only the King, but the King and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain from the people, who are 


— — — — —_— 


CF 
called republicans. | What faith can be put in aſ- 
ſurances given on the part of France by M. Chau- 


velin, on the 27th of December, when in four days 


after we find che Miniſter of che Marine writing 


i ſuch a letter. 


It was to be hoped we might have ſeen reaſons 
1 perhaps, in conſequence of friendly explanations, 
for not going to war. But ſuch explanations as 
this communication contains have been Juſtly x re- 


jefted. 
1 ſhall not detain the Houſe longer on this ſub- 


1 ſhall ſtate now what appears to be the ſtate of | 
: the negociation. I take the conduct of France to f 


8 8 be inconſiſtent with the peace and liberty of Eu- 5 
rope. They have not given us ſatisfaction with 


reſpect to the queſtion i in iſſue. It is true, what 
they call explanations have taken place. But their 
| principles, and the whole manner of their conduct, 3 

are ſuch, that no faith can be put in their declara- 


tions. Their conduct gives the lie to their public 
| profeſſions ; ; 


- 40 ] 
profeſſions ; ; and inſtead of giving 2 on 
the diſtinct articles, on which you have a right to 
claim a clear and preciſe explanation, and ſhewing 
f any deſire to abandon thoſe views of conqueſt and 
aggrandizement, to return within their ancient li- 
mits, and to ſet barriers to the progreſs of their 
deſtructive arms, and to their principles, ſtill more 


deſtructive; inſtead of doing ſo, they have given, 


4 explanations I cannot call them, but an avowal of | 
_ thoſe very things you complain of. And in e 
aft papet from M. Chauvelin, which may there - 


Fs fore be confidered as che alina, » are theſe | 


"oy * fo frank a erties hich manifeſts 
'& ſuch a fincere defire of peace, his Britannic Ma- 
4 jeſty's Miniſters ought not to have any doubts 
„ with regard to the intentions of France. If her £ 
- explanations appear inſufficient, and if we are 
& ſtill obliged to hear a baughty language; if hoſ- 
. © le” preparations are continued in the Engliſh 
ports, after having exhauſted every means to 
> preſerve peace, we will prepare for war with 
the ſenſe of the juſtice of our cauſe, and of our 
" efforts 


£ a 1 


t efforts to avoid this extremity. We will fight 
r the Engliſh, whom we eſteem, with regret, but 
. we will 9 them vithout fear.“ vg 


This i is an ultimatum to which you cannot ac- 
| cede. They have neither withdrawn their armies 
From the neighbouring nations, nor ſhewn the leaſt 
_ diſpoſition to withdraw them. If France is really 
JJ maintaining friendſhip and peace with 5 
5 England, ſhe muſt ſhew herſelf diſpoſed to e- 
nounce her views of aggreſſion and aggrandize- 
ment, and to confine herſelf within her own terri-— 
; tory, without inſulting other Governments, with- 5 
out diſturbing their tranquility, without violating 
their rights. And unleſs ſhe conſent to theſe 
terms, whatever may be our wiſhes for peace, the 
| final iſſue muſt be war. As to the time, as to the 
moment when war is to commence, » If there is yet 
ary Habu of faken emu, and feewity 
for the future, it is not to the laſt moment precluded. 
But 1 ſhould diſguiſe my ſentiments to the Houſe, 5 
fared, * 5 
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This country has always been deſirous of peace. 
We deſire it ſtill, but ſuch as may be real and ſo- 
lid, and conſiſtent with the intereſts and dignity 


of Britain, and with the general ſecurity of Eu- 
_ 7 97 - . 


War, whenever it comes, will be preferable to 


peace without honour, without ſecurity, and which 
is incompatible either with the external ſafety, or : 
the internal Ss of — 


1 have 3 to . as much _ 


poſſible, though I am ſenſible I have left a great 
a deal untouched. If any topic ſhould afterwards 
ariſe, I truſt I ſhall meet with the inqulgenee of . 
' the Houſe i in ws 


I ſhall now move, That an humble Addreſs | 


be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his Ma- 
te ;eſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gra- 
„ cious meſſage, and the communication of the 


os papers, which, by his Majeſty” $ 2 have 


* been laid before us. 


0 
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* To. offer his Majeſty our heartfelt condo- 


4 lence on the atrocious act lately perpetrated at 
* Paris, which muſt be viewed by every nation in 


Europe as an outrage on religion, juſtice, and hu- 


© rhanity; and as a ſtriking and dreadful example, 
of the effects of principles which lead to the 


i 2 40 violation of the moſt ſacred duties, = 


« terly ſubverſive of the Peace, and order of all 
25 civil wy 


«To . dis majeſty, that it is impoſ- | 
1 Able for us not to be ſenſible of the views of : 


9 «« apgrandizement and ambition, which in viola- 


« tion of repeated and ſolemn profeſſions have 5 


« been openly manifeſted on the part of France, 


and which are connected with the propagation 
cl principles incompatible with the exiſtence of 
* all juſt and regular government; that under the 


;p © preſent circumſtances, we conſider a vigorous 


and effectual oppoſition to thoſe views, as eſſen- 
9 tial to the ſecurity of every ching that 1s moſt 
1 dear and valuable to us as a nation, and to 


the future rranquillicy and fafery of all other 


= countries. 


4 
| «That impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, we 
« ſhall, with the urmoſt zeal and alicrity, afford 


Kos enable his Majeſty to make a further augmenta- 
44 tion of his fortes by ſea and land, ard to act as 
* circumſtances may require in the preſent 1 impor- 
« tant conjuncture, for maintaining the ſecurity 
4 and honour of his crown; for ſupporting the 
OM Juſt rights of his allies, and for preſerving to 
* people the undiſturbed enjoyment of the 
Mm 60 bleſſings, which under the Divine Providence . 
40 * they receive from the Britiſh Conſtitution 47 1 


VV 


« his Majeſty the moſt effectual affiftance, to 


